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REVIEWS Fred C. Mench

Publishers are invited to submit new publications to be reviewed in this
column. Submissions should be sent to Fred C. Mench, Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey, Pomona, NJ 08240.

Bryan Hainsworth. The lliad: A Commentary, Volume Il1. Books 9-12. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1993. Pp. xxi, 380. $89.95 (hb.); $29.95 (pb.).
ISBN 0-521-23711-4; -28173-3.

Nicholas Richardson. The lliad: A Commentary, Volume VI: Books 21-24.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993. Pp. xx, 387. $89.95 (hb.);
$29.95 (pb.). ISBN 0-521-30960-3; -31209-4.

Hainsworth is perhaps best known (along with A. Hoekstra) for his vital
demonstrations of the flexibility of Homer’s formulaic diction. On the level
of the syntactic and metrical interstices of the specialized language of oral
poetry, he disclosed a much greater subtlety of compositional technique than
had seemed plausible on the “hard Parryist” view of Homer’s art. A collat-
eral benefit of his work has been an increase in the cogency of critical
discussions of the literary refinements and complexities possible in a “tradi-
tional” genre. Hainsworth’s commentary on Iliad 9-12 reflects this earlier
work and also a more recent (in published form) interest in comparative
epic.

The introduction is in two parts: the first, on “Formulas,” contains crisp
and reliable treatments of word and formula positions, types of formulas,
extension and economy, modification, ornamental epithets, hapax legomena,
etc. It is the best brief presentation of these issues now available. The sec-
ond part of the introduction, “The Iliad as Heroic Poetry,” discusses the
singer, the tradition, the hero, and the //iad in Greek epic tradition. The
commentary proper is quite consistent in its emphases with the previously
published volumes in the set: it attends closely to metrical and formulaic
effects as well as to explication of the narrative line and of the literary
artistry evident on all levels; again, the evidence of the scholia is adroitly
incorporated.

Richardson’s contribution is a worthy final installment to the Cambridge
commentary. The author of an exemplary edition of the Hymn to Demeter
(1974), he shares the literary theoretical viewpoint of the other editors and
matches their balance of coverage and clarity of expression very nicely.
The first part of Richardson’s introduction treats “Structure and Themes,”
and is especially good on ring composition. The second part offers interest-
ing information about “Book Division” and “The End of the Iliad in Rela-
tion to the Odyssey.” The third part, a compact survey of “Homer and His
Ancient Critics,” is a model of concision and dependable evaluation. The
commentary itself shares the concerns evident in the other volumes, with a
somewhat greater stress on archaeology, especially in Book 23.

The publication of these two volumes completes the “Cambridge lliad.”
The whole is a striking example of smooth coordination among five experi-
enced scholars. The general editor, G. S. Kirk, is to be congratulated for
assembling such a distinguished team and for harmonizing critical perspec-
tive and ideology as well as the types and degree of detail in the running
commentary. In this regard, the Cambridge I/iad is much superior to the
Mondadori/Oxford Odyssey.
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