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at long last correctly interprets the Athenian ship scene on the famous
Frangois vase. And Hurwit, exploring landscape in this essentially anthropo-
centric art, is simply inspiring.

Metropolitan Museum of Art BETH COHEN
CW 87.6 (1994)

Denise Schmandt-Besserat. Before Writing, Vol. I: From Counting to Cunei-

form. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1992. Pp. xv, 269, incl. 175 b/w

photos, 43 line drawings, 6 tables, 16 charts. $60.00. ISBN 0-292-70783-5.
Foreword by William W, Hallo.

This book is the culmination of Schmandt-Besserat’s career-long involve-
ment with ‘‘tokens,”” small clay objects found in numerous excavations all
over the Middle East. She interprets them as accounting tools that preceded
and influenced the development of writing. Her often disputed theory has
matured over the years and states that there were three stages of accounting
before the appearance of clay tablets with pictographic writing. These stages
were: 1) the use of simple tokens from ca. 8000 to ca. 4000; 2) the use of
complex tokens, i.e. decorated with incisions or painting, held together in clay
bullae or with strings from ca. 4000 to 3500; 3) the impression of these tokens
on the surface of clay tablets, from ca. 3500 to 3000.

The author answers two major objections to her theory in an indirect way,
providing explanations that are not equally convincing. The enormous
geographical spread of the token system of accounting is said to have been the
result of the diffusion of a simple and easy to reproduce idea. But, the place
of origin and the context of this diffusion is never explained. The large variety
of token shapes is accounted for by the plausible theory that each token stood
for ‘‘one measure of grain’’ or ‘‘one sheep’’ etc. Yet, the variety is too large
to be part of one system, and it seems that other possible uses of the objects
(e.g. as amulets or gaming pieces) have been ignored.

The book is extremely rich in detail and abundantly illustrated. The first,
and longest, section on the evidence is not an easy read, as we are
overwhelmed with information that belongs in the accompanying volume
containing a catalogue of all extant tokens (not reviewed here). It is difficult
to determine what the intended audience for this volume is. The lengthy
discussion of the evidence will discourage many readers, and the interpreta-
tive section presupposes awareness of the theories provided there. Anthropolo-
gists and ancient historians should take note of Schmandt-Besserat’s thesis,
but she will need to express it more concisely for it to gain widespread
acceptance.

Columbia University MARC VAN DE MIEROOP
CW 87.6 (1994)

Richard Janko. The lliad: A Commentary, Volume IV: Books 13-16. New
York and Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992. Pp. xxv, 459, incl. 1
b/w map. $84.50 (hb.), $29.95 (pb.). ISBN 0-521-23712-2; 0-521-28174-1.

Janko has made a most distinguished contribution to the Cambridge Iliad
commentary. His introductory essays (the aggregate of these for the six






