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Robert Drews. The Coming of the Greeks: Indo-European Conquests in the
Aegean and the Near East. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988. Pp.
xviii, 257. $29.95. ISBN 0-691-03592-X.

1988 and 1989 produced rich reading on the Indo-Europeans. In addition to
Drews’ book, Colin Renfrew’s Archaeology and Language: The Puzzle of
Indo-European Origins appeared in ’88 in the United States, and in ’89 J. P.
Mallory’s In Search of the Indo-Europeans: Language, Archaeology and
Mpyth was published. Mallory’s book is an overview of the problem of
Indo-European origins and appeared late enough to be able to take into
account Renfrew’s, but not Drews’, rather astounding answers to the
questions of when, from where and to where, why, and how did the
Indo-European speakers move.

At first glance, it may seem that Drews’ book is on a much narrower topic,
a subset, so to speak, of the Indo-European problem: when did Indo-
European speakers enter Greece. Drews’ book, however, is really an answer to
all the same questions Renfrew attempted, but with particular emphasis on
how the Greek language arrived or developed in Greece. The methodology he
uses is old: a cultural change may be an indication of the arrival of speakers
of a new language group. The cultural change, however, that he chooses is
somewhat new: the introduction of the horse drawn chariot c¢. 1600 B.C.
marks the entrance of Indo-European speakers into Greece who became the
Mycenaeans of the shaft graves. Drews connects the entrance of these people
into Greece with the development of the horse drawn chariot in Anatolia and
Mesopotamia which marks there the presence of Indo-European speakers.
Each reader has to decide if Drews is correct or not, because Drews has far
less than convincing evidence. Indeed, no scholar has ever had convincing
evidence for his or her particular solution to the problems the Indo-European
languages present; hence, the many, many articles and books concerned with
those problems. But what Drews does offer is a well written book which
makes those problems very interesting.

Rutgers University, Camden GERALD P. VERBRUGGHE
CW 83.6 (1990)

Robert Ackerman. J. G. Frazer: His Life and Work. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1987. Pp. x, 358, plus 11 b/w ill. $39.95. ISBN 0-521-34093-
4,

James G. Frazer is not the most promising subject for a biography. The
particulars of his personal life are either uninteresting or inaccessible, but
Ackerman does all that can be done with the surviving evidence for personal
life, while recognizing that Frazer’s life was indistinguishable from his
work: emotional energies normally expended in the relationships of everyday
life were sublimated in many scholarly and popular works. Because these were
produced in the library by dint of undepletable Sitzfleisch, there are none of
the adventures and hazards of field-work anthropology to enliven the story
(contrast Margaret Mead’s Blackberry Winter).

Despite these drawbacks, Ackerman has written an interesting and valuable
biography. Noting at the outset that Frazer has no intellectual heirs (he “‘is an
embarrassment’’) and did not shape his infant science as a founding father, he






